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For Immediate Release: 
"BROWN-EYE, BLUE-EYE" LECTURE AT EIU TO EXAMINE ISSUE OF PREJUDICE 
CHARLESTON -- The day after Martin Luther King Jr. was murdered in 1968, Jane Elliott, 
then an elementary teacher in Iowa, decided to let her class of Caucasian nine-year-olds 
experience how it is to be discriminated against on the basis of a physical characteristic over which 
one has no control. 
Now, some 30 years later, she administers the exercise to adults and travels the country 
in order to demonstrate her behavior training and let white people experience what prejudice and 
oppression does to a person. She will bring that message to the campus of Eastern Illinois 
University on Wednesday, Feb. 14. 
Her presentation, "The Anatomy of Prejudice," will begin at 7 p.m. in the Grand Ballroom 
of the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union. A reception will follow the presentation in the nearby 
1895 Room. Admission is $5 for the general public and free for EIU students with 10. 
Elliott's 1968 exercise placed brown-eyed children in control on one day and blue-eyed 
children the next. "I chose a physical characteristic over which they had no control and attributed 
negative elements to this characteristic," Elliott said. 
She discovered that no matter which group - brown- or blue-eyed - was in control, 
members of the oppressed group became withdrawn and sad. 
From 1968 to 1984, Elliott continued her brown eyes, blue eyes exercise with 
schoolchildren. And she continued to be surprised each time about how the mechanics worked. 
"I administered this exercise to a group of children with dyslexia. Brown-eyed children, who 
couldn't really read or spell anything without stammering, suddenly could spell words they couldn't 
before. On the other hand, I had a very smart girl who could multiply very well. The moment she, 
-more-
E astern Illinois University emphasizes distinguished teaching in the liberal arts, sciences and selected professions. A traditional, residential state university of recognized quality, Eastern enrolls more than 10,000 students in undergraduate and graduate programs. 
The university, located in Charleston, also serves the region through a variety of non-credit and off-site degree programs, as well as cultural 
and recreational opportunities. Eastern's pursuit of excellence attracts well-qualified students of an increasingly diverse population and a 
teaching faculty active in research and public service who utilize the latest technology. 
www.eiu.edu 
ADD 1/1/1/1 BROWN EYE 
as a blue eyes, came in a inferior position, she started to stammer and making mistakes doing her 
sums. And we had been doing the exercise for less than two hours!" 
Elliott admits that, initially, had she known the enormous impact the exercise would have 
on her students and community, she never would have initiated it. As a direct result of its success, 
her own four children were taunted, spit on and molested by teachers, classmates and classmates' 
parents. 
And, the day after her appearance on the very popular Johnny Carson Show, the people 
of Riceville, Iowa, also decided not to buy from her merchant father anymore. They feared African­
Americans would think that all Riceville residents thought like Elliott and would begin moving there 
in droves. 
Her father went bankrupt and, of course, this didn't go down very well with Jane Elliott's 
family. 
"My mother thought I'd gone crazy and asked me, 'Can't you just stop with this nonsense?' 
She has never forgiven me. My brothers, self-made millionaires and conservative Republicans, 
wondered what the hell my problem was." 
Her father, however, never tried to stop her. In fact, it was his contradictory attitude that 
made Elliott the odd one out in her family. "My father always said, "Never put a stone on another 
man's path' or 'Justice will never be disadvantageous to man' or 'A just cause is a good thing.' 
"At the same time, he wouldn't have his daughters marry a black man. I thought that wasn't 
right. I was crazy about my father. It's a shame he was so prejudiced." 
For more information on Elliott and her project, visit the web at 
<http://www.magenta.nIlEyetoEye/contraste.html>. 
"The Anatomy of Prejudice" is being sponsored on Eastern's campus by the UB Human 
Potential, UB Lectures, the Office of Civil Rights and Diversity, EI Unity, the College of 
Education and Professional Studies, the CEPS Minority Recruitment and Retention Committee, 
Minority Affairs, Housing and Dining Services, Department of Counseling and Student 
Development and National Pan hellenic Council. 
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